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Photo ID Provision Draws Outrage from Advocates
In surprise move, Senate adopts House provision; testimony expected today

COLUMBUS -- Voting rights advocates yesterday rallied in the Senate Government Oversight and Reform committee to provide testimony against the committee’s surprise adoption of a controversial House bill provision that would require voters to show photo ID at the polls in order to vote. 
“It’s all too easy for people with means – including those in the legislature – to sit in their comfortable chairs and say, “What’s the big deal about requiring a photo ID to vote?” said Bill Faith, executive director of the Coalition on Homelessness and Housing in Ohio (COHHIO). “But they just made voting much more difficult -- if not impossible -- for an estimated 940,000* adults in Ohio who don’t have a photo ID today. 
“Sub HB 194 puts an unnecessary burden on poor people who may not have the means or ability to obtain the necessary documentation. It interferes with the fundamental right of people to vote,” said Faith.
Public testimony on Sub HB 194 is expected today from, among others, Donald Strasser, executive director of the Columbus Coalition for the Homeless; and Margaret Reaves, director of Turnaround Community Outreach in Canton. Advocates are expected to share stories that illustrate the challenges many face when trying to obtain a photo ID; and press hard on the issue of cost.

Margaret Reaves wrote about a young man who came to her agency for help obtaining a photo ID. “Many of his documents had been lost because of so many moves,” Reaves wrote in testimony. “We tried to get information for the social service agency, and they were unable to provide us with any documents because he came from another county.  He had no money to pay for a birth certificate or an ID.  We could not help him get housing because of the barrier of the ID. We had a place that would hire him, but he did not have an ID to verify who he was.”

“Should a valid birth certificate be the ticket to an Ohio voter ID, then it only makes sense that this document be provided a no cost to the voter,” wrote Strasser in his testimony.  “However, as you increase the bureaucratic requirements, you dramatically increase the cost for a solution to a problem that has not even been proven to exist.  Is this a good use of taxpayer’s money, when so many critical services are being eliminated?” 
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*Estimating the number of voters without state ID can be found in a report by the same name on the Northeast Ohio Voter Advocates website. Visit 
http://www.nova-ohio.org/reports.htm
