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In The News

TheDailyRecord.com -
Homeless in Wayne Co.
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Ohio

= February 23™ — Entitlement and
a 3 Balance of State (BOS) Communities
"‘ PIT Count data should be submitted
| Dates | (5 COHHIO via Survey Monkey Tool,
www.surveymonkey.com/s/JR5SQ7J
February 23™ — BOS communities
Housing Inventory Charts due to
COHHIO at coc@cohhio.org
= March 18" — BOS new project applications due to
ODOD/COHHIO at scott.gary@development.ohio.qov
and coc@cohhio.org
= March 31°' — BOS renewal projects submit Transitional
APRs to COHHIO at coc@cohhio.org
= March 31% — BOS renewal projects submit monitoring
letters to COHHIO at coc@cohhio.org

The Obama Administration recently released its report to Congress on
Reforming America’s Housing Finance Market. This white paper
discusses a plan of how the finance market for home mortgage lending
and rental housing can be improved. The plan would eliminate Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac. It discusses the role of the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and the ability to provide
standards, oversight and protections against another foreclosure crisis. It
prioritizes incentives for investment, taxpayer protection, mortgage credit,
and financial stability. It emphases the need for federal involvement for
both mortgages and rental housing for low- and moderate-income
families. The plan does not provide details about how to wind down
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac without causing havoc on the housing
market. It states that the Federal Housing Administration will scale back
its activities and provide mortgage credit access only to low- and
moderate-income and first-time homebuyers. The Federal Home Loan
Banks would also face some reform and re-focus their activities to benefit
small banks and community financial institutions. It proposes to
streamline and better coordinate the housing programs run by HUD,
USDA, and VA and develop standards that would be more easily

navigated across the multiple programs. Manufactured housing was not
mentioned in the report.

The COHHIO office will be
closed for President’s Day on
February 21°' for the Holiday.
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FY 12 President’s Budget for Homeless Programs
President Obama released his FY 2012 budget on Monday, which included a
significant funding commitment for Opening Doors. The President’s budget includes
$4.8 billion for targeted homeless assistance funding, a 23.4% increase over the
previously enacted FY10 budget and a 13.3% increase over the proposed FY11
budget.

To support the implementation of HEARTH the FY12 budget proposes a nearly

$580 million increase in homeless assistance funding. HEARTH proposed

budget is $2.372 billion.

o A new strategy to partner CoC grantees and Public Housing Agencies would
create a competitive service coordination fund. Would create an incentive
fund that would be flexibly administered to allow payment of incentive fees for
the loss of security deposits, damages in excess of security deposits, rent
skipping, and other potential financial risk factors that pose barriers to housing
homeless households.

- Opening Doors’ goal to prevent and end Veterans homelessness by 2015, the
budget proposes additional vouchers for HUD-VASH at a cost of $75 million.

- In addition to the HUD-VASH vouchers, the budget commits to invest $939
million to continue the expansion of VA services for homeless/at-risk veterans.

- Homeless Veteran’s Reintegration Program is proposed at $39.3 million to assist
homeless Veterans obtain meaningful employment.

- Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program is proposed at $224.2 million
to provide supportive housing and services to homeless Veterans.

- Healthcare for Homeless Veterans Program is proposed at $141.1 million to fund
outreach to homeless Veterans at the 132 VA Medical Centers.

- Supportive Services for Low Income Veteran Families Living in Permanent
Housing is proposed at $100 million to provide supportive services for Veteran
families in transitional or permanent housing.

- Justice Outreach, Homelessness Prevention: Healthcare for Reentry Veterans
and Veteran’s Justice Outreach is proposed at $21.6 million to assist justice-
involved Veterans avoid unnecessary criminalization of mental illness and
extended incarceration by ensuring eligible Veterans have access to mental
health and substance abuse services in the community.

— Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans is proposed at $158.3 million to provide
residential rehabilitation and treatment of homeless Veterans.

- HUD and Dept. of Health and Human Services will combine 7,500 Section 8
Housing Choice Vouchers in combination with $16 million in HHS funding to
serve individuals and families experiencing chronic homelessness.

- Health Care for the Homeless programs would also receive $87 million increase
over the FY10 levels.

- The budget also provides $154 million for behavioral health support for
individuals and families experiencing homelessness with mental health and
substance abuse disorders to transition into permanent supportive housing.

- Increase in the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness budget to
expand regional coordinators to 10 and they will now be funded by USICH versus
HUD.

- To ensure that all homeless children and youth have access to education, an
Office of Coordinator of Education of Homeless Children and Youths will be
established to develop and carry out a State plan for the education of homeless
children and to make available grants to local educational agencies to support
the education of those children.

- Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness is proposed at $65
million.

- Runaway and Homeless Youth Act is proposed at $120.7 million.

- Emergency Food and Shelter Program is proposed at $100 million compared to
$200 million in FY10.

- $1 billion for the National Housing Trust Fund.
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Do you know of a HOME project or program that deserves to be
recognized? Applications due February 24™. Apply now at
http://hometa.info/index.cfm?do=viewDKAwards Not a HOME
PJ/grantee but want to nominate your HOME project? Find your HOME
Project Contact at:
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/programs/home/conta
cts/ and work with them to submit an application.

The National Alliance to End Homelessness released their newest
toolkit, Using Advocacy to End Homelessness: A Toolkit for
Understanding and Conducting Advocacy. The toolkit includes
detailed descriptions of how to execute several advocacy strategies, as
well as helpful tips, sample materials, and real-life example materials.
The toolkit can be found at:
http://www.endhomelessness.org/section/policy/advocacy/tools

The Governor’s Office of Health Transformation (OHT) unveiled its
new website this past week. The website will help individuals stay
informed and get involved in the activities of OHT. Individuals can also
register on the website to receive e-mail updates. The OHT websites is
available at: http://www.healthtransformation.ohio.gov/

The Ohio Association of Health Plans and Advocacy. Action. Answers
on Aging (o4a) are facilitating a policy briefing and discussion:
Innovations in Integrated Care: New Opportunities to Better Serve
Dual Eligibles. The meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 23,
2011 from 9-11 a.m. at the Ohio Chamber of Commerce Building at 230
E. Town St. — Columbus. Please RSVP by email to cglick@oahp.org
Guest speaker is Chuck Milligan, Executive Director, The Hilltop
Institute, University of Maryland. Bonnie Kantor-Burman, Director, Ohio
Department of Aging will issue a special welcome.

Last year, CoCs were informed through the HEARTH Act and the 2010
CoC NOFA that HUD will require CoCs to demonstrate four different
assurances around ensuring education services for homeless families
and youth. Typically when HUD asks a question such as whether a
project/CoC has policies/procedures for an issue such as these
educational assurances, they then will ask in a subsequent year for
those policies. In preparation for HUD’s requests for CoC education
policies, we are encouraging all CoC to develop their written education
policy/procedures at this time. To aid you in this process, | am
attaching information from the National Association for the
Education of Homeless Children and Youth for your review and
consideration. They have developed these materials to review the four
assurances and provided suggestions for implementing them. The next
four pages of this week’s COHHIO Updates provide you with their
insight and ideas.
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Bilding Fudnres Through Education

HUD CONTINUTUM OF CARE HOMELESS ASSSISTANCE —
2010 NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
EDUCATION AND EARLY CARE ASSURANCES

As 3 result of the passags of the HEARTH Act (the reauthorization of the HUD McEinmey-Vento
progErams ), there are several changes to this year’s MOFA related to edocation and early care. These
assurances, and suggestions for implementing them are described below. For more information, please
contact the Mational Associstion for the Education of Homelsss Children and Yoath or the Mational
Center on Homeles: Education,

HUD ASSUBANCE (1): The Contimmmm of Care sapplicant will be requited to demonsirate that it is
collaborating with local education agencies o assist in the identification of homeless families s well a5
informing thess homeless families and youth of their eligibility for McEmney-Vento education services.

Strategies for collaborating with schools, penerally:

*  Tnder the education subfifle of the McEimney-Venio Act, every local educational agency (school
district) is required to desipnate & lisison for homeless children and yowth Contact local school
district hommeless lisisons to learn more sbout what they do, and to disoass ways o collsborate.
Contact information for school lisisons is available from the state bomeless education coordinator
or the local school district sdotindstration office.

*  Invite local school laisons sndor the state homeless education coondinator to attend Coatinimm
of Care mestings, to join the Contimmom of Care as members, and to condoct trainings fior the
Contimmimn on eligibility and the educationsl rights of homeless children and youth.

* Explain the Continmim sirategic planming process to school lisisons, zs well the importance of
active school pariciparion in the sirategic planning process, so that education issues can be part
of commmmnity needs sssessments.

*  Form a childyouth subcommittes of the Confimmmm where education and eardy care issnes may
e disoussed in more depth

*  (Offer to conduct reinings for school distmict lizisons, so that they are informed of HUD homeless
seTvices in the area the local Contimnm of Care stucture and operstion. and Ten-Year Plans 1o
End Homelessness.

Strategies for identifying homeless familias:

*  Develop Memorands of Understanding (MMOTs) between the Contimmom of Care and ares school
districts on protocols for identfication and school enrollment mclading procedures. for
informaton-sharing For example, develop joint “relesse of information™ forms for parents, so
sheliers and schools can share appropriate information. such as the shelter informing the school
district when a family enters the shelter, and providing forwanding address information to the
district when 3 family leawves the shelter.

*  Develop protocols for lisisons to refer families and yowth to HUD programs.

* Berome familist with the edncation definition of homelessness in order to be shle fo refer
families snd youth who do not qualify for HUD homeless services, tat who may qualify for
education services, to school lizisons.



Strategies fior informing fammilies and yonth of their eligibility for edwecation services:

A part of intake talk to parents and youth shout their education rights, inclhading the right to
contime to attend the school they had been attending prior to moving o the shelter, with
iransportation provided by the school distct, or to enrpl] in the school in the becal sttendance
ares whers the shelter is located.

Ensure that school-aged children are refermed to the local lisison mmmediataly so that as little time
a5 possible lapses in their school attendance, either in their school of origin or the local
attendsnce area school.

Inform unsccompanied youth of their rights to enroll in school withont a parent or legal puesrdizn,
link them with the school district homeless Haison, and assist them with school enrollment.
When a family or youth exits a HUD homelass program, ensure that the fannily or youth knows
that they confimoe to have aducations] nights for at least the remainder of the school year.
educational rights, as well as contact information for the school lisison and'or state homeless
education coordinator.

Place posters about edncational rights in placses where parents and youth can see them
Encourags Confimmim of Care programs to signup for fee educationsl webinars offered by the

Mational Cenier on Homeless Educaton or their state department of edocation’s homalsss

edncation program

HUD ASSUFAMCE (2) The Contimnm of Care applicant will be required to demonstrate that
it is considering the educationsl neads of children when fmilies ame placed in emergency or
transitional shelter and iz, fo the mesdnmm extent practicable, placing families with children as
close to possible to their school of origin so as not to disnapt the children’s education.

Eualeglafnrmnﬂdmngemcm'zm]mais

Asg part of the intske process, develop an education check List to ask fanvilies and youth abouwt
educationa] needs, including the following whether or not children and yowth are enrolled in amd
sttmdiugsclmd-:rpmsthml, the names of schopls, and any special programs, such as spacial
education, Zifted and talented or Englizsh lanmage leamer programs.

Ack families and youwth if they have any concems abowt school attendance, particolardy fears
melated o domestic violence Help families and youth address these concems with the school
Dhiscnss with fanmlies the impact that chaneing schools might have on children’s educamon,
social and emotional well-being. Develop a joint checklizt with local school districts to help
families snd yowth consider the benefits of school stability. A sample checklict is available on-

line

Develop an education plan for children snd yooth 35 part of a family's case plan.

Comtact the school lisison to find out who 1= the Titde I coordinator, and what forms of mioning
are alresdy fimded and available If none are availsble, collaborate with the school dismict o
ectablich 3 nEoring program at shelbers.

Establizh 3 shudy area af the shelter that i= quiet and has educations] resources for students, swch
as comparters, caloalators, and books.

Artively encouraze children and youwsh to paridpate in after-school programes and eliminate amy
conflicts; fior example offer meals to smdents who amve back o the shelter or iransitionsal
honsing program at 3 later fme becanse they participate in after-school activities.

Stratezies for placing families with children close to their school of onigin:

Inwite local school district homeless education lisisons to disouss school stability srategies with
the Confimmom to develop a cobesive, commmmity-wide siratery to support school stability.

(]



Work with school disiricts to create a map that matches school addresses with shelter and
transitionsl housing addresses, fo assist in placing families and youth as cdose as possible to their
schoals.

Include school stabdlity as a standand criterion in assessing the appropriate shelter or transitional
honsing programs for families or youth.

Invite schopd district homeless lisisoms to share information abowt the availability of before or
after-school programs in schools n the aress whete sheliers of transifions] honsing programs ars
located.

HUD ASSURAMCE (3) Project applicants nmst demonsirate that their programs. are
establishing polides and practices that are consistent with, and do not restrict the exercise of
rights provided by the education sabtitle of the McFimmey-Vento Act. and other laws relating to
the provision of educational and related semvices to individusls and families experiencing
homelessness.

Stategies for establishing policies and practices that are consistent with the education subtifle of the
McEinney-Vento Act:

Ensure that children and youth are mot requited to enroll in 8 new school in the aifendsnos area, or
change schools, a5 a condition of receiving services or a shelter bed. Allow parents or youth to
make decizions reganding their schop] placement. as is theit federal right.

Ensure that HUD programs do not aatomatically refer parents or youth to a particular schoal. Let
homeless familiss and youth knowr that they have the right to continoe to attend where they had
been aftending, or enroll n any schood in the atfendance area that other children who are mot
homeless ame aligible o attend

Ensure that children will not be required fo attend an after-schoo] program at the shelter that
wiornld prohibit them from staying entolled n their onginal school (for example. if remaining
the school of origin will result in them rehoming to the shelter too late for the after-school
program).

Under the education subtitle of the McEinney-Veato Act, the segregation of homelass smdents in
separate schools is expresshy prohibited. Therefore, clarify that HUDY agencies will not opersie
educational programs for school-aze homeless children and youth that replace the regular schiool
day. Edurational prosrarmeming at shelters should be supplementsl | snd expand on the repolar
educational services offered by the school district.

Srategies for establishing policies and practices that are consistent with other education Laws:

Under the Hizher Education Act. HUD-fimded shelter directors and designees, as well as school
district homeless lisisons and Fimaway and Homelsss YViouth Act program directors or designess,
are muthorized to verfy youth as homeless and nnsccompanied for purposes of accessing federal
finamcial aid, and GED testing in some states. Degrn more show these policies and develop
relationships with local colleges and universities to help maccompanied bomeless youth access
hizher aducation oppoTimities.

Allow early intervention and spediz] education providers fo conduct screendngs af the shelter,
particularly for children birth to five, to deteronime if the children are elizible for spedial services
due to a development delay or disabdlity.

Work with early infervention providers to provide space at the shelter for semvices to children
under age three who have developmental delays.

Ensure that homeless families with children ages (-5 are aware of and can access, Early Head
Sitart amd Head Start amd other public preschool programs. Facilitate their sttendsnce by assisting,

for exarmple, with transporiation

HUDy ASSUBRANCE (4) Project applicants omest demonstrate that programs that provide housing or
services i families are desigmating 3 staff person to ensure that children are enrolled in school and
connected to the approprate services within the conmuanity, inchiding eardy childhoed programs
such as Head Start, Pant C of the Individuals with Disabilites Education Act, snd McFinney- Vento
education services.



Comsider who is the most appropriate person in the agency to be the “education and sardy care™
consnltant. Is there someone with 3 sirong interest m children, youth, or educational issues, or
whao has a background in edocation?

Comtact the locsl school district homelecs lisisons or the state homeless edwcation cpordinator to
convene 3 meeting of the newly desiznated HUD education'early care contacts, becal school
distruct liaizons, Head Start staff, and preschood staff so that they may disouss ways to expedite
enrolbment and services

Ensure thet newly designated HUT) education/sarty cars contacts have the oppormmity to attend
homeless education workshops offered by the school district or state, or to particpate in webinars
offered by the Mational Center on Homeless Education or the state education agency.

Part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (also called early intervention) provides
services io infants and toddlers, ages (-3, who have developmentsl delays (and, in some states,
smicﬁmmfanﬂaxﬂmddlmwharealrist} Find ot whe operates this prosram in your area
(comtact imformation is available at hitp:/nectec. org/conact piccoord asp). I may be the school
district, 3 mental health or lumsn services agency, or other agency. Set up 8 mesting with the
proeram director to lesm more abouat early intervention semices and how youmg children servad
by the chelter may be scrsened for developmental delays and other disabilities.
Mammmmnmm:mmmwwmhmm
assessment programs (A=es and Stages. Early Intervention prosrams, and Special Educ

Child Fined) that provide indicators of potential developmental delays

Head Start is & comprehensive early childhood and family support program serving families with
children ages 3-5. Early Head Start serves families with children ages (-2 and pregoant women,
Homeless children are categonically eligible for Head Start snd Early Head Start, and omst be
priorifized for enmoliment. Contact local Head Start programs to leam more about services that
they offer, and the best way to mseke refarrals fior homeless familiss with yoone children



