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 February 23rd – Entitlement and 
Balance of State (BOS) Communities 
PIT Count data should be submitted 
to COHHIO via Survey Monkey Tool, 
www.surveymonkey.com/s/JR5SQ7J 

 February 23rd – BOS communities 
Housing Inventory Charts due to 
COHHIO at coc@cohhio.org 

 March 18th – BOS new project applications due to 
ODOD/COHHIO at scott.gary@development.ohio.gov 
and coc@cohhio.org  

 March 31st – BOS renewal projects submit Transitional 
APRs to COHHIO at coc@cohhio.org  

 March 31st – BOS renewal projects submit monitoring 
letters to COHHIO at coc@cohhio.org  

 
The Obama Administration recently released its report to Congress on 
Reforming America’s Housing Finance Market.  This white paper 
discusses a plan of how the finance market for home mortgage lending 
and rental housing can be improved.  The plan would eliminate Fannie 
Mae and Freddie Mac.  It discusses the role of the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act and the ability to provide 
standards, oversight and protections against another foreclosure crisis.  It 
prioritizes incentives for investment, taxpayer protection, mortgage credit, 
and financial stability.  It emphases the need for federal involvement for 
both mortgages and rental housing for low- and moderate-income 
families.  The plan does not provide details about how to wind down 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac without causing havoc on the housing 
market.  It states that the Federal Housing Administration will scale back 
its activities and provide mortgage credit access only to low- and 
moderate-income and first-time homebuyers.  The Federal Home Loan 
Banks would also face some reform and re-focus their activities to benefit 
small banks and community financial institutions.  It proposes to 
streamline and better coordinate the housing programs run by HUD, 
USDA, and VA and develop standards that would be more easily 
navigated across the multiple programs.  Manufactured housing was not 
mentioned in the report.   
 
The COHHIO office will be 
closed for President’s Day on 
February 21st for the Holiday.   
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FY 12 President’s Budget for Homeless Programs 
President Obama released his FY 2012 budget on Monday, which included a 
significant funding commitment for Opening Doors.  The President’s budget includes 
$4.8 billion for targeted homeless assistance funding, a 23.4% increase over the 
previously enacted FY10 budget and a 13.3% increase over the proposed FY11 
budget.   
− To support the implementation of HEARTH the FY12 budget proposes a nearly 

$580 million increase in homeless assistance funding.  HEARTH proposed 
budget is $2.372 billion.  
o A new strategy to partner CoC grantees and Public Housing Agencies would 

create a competitive service coordination fund.  Would create an incentive 
fund that would be flexibly administered to allow payment of incentive fees for 
the loss of security deposits, damages in excess of security deposits, rent 
skipping, and other potential financial risk factors that pose barriers to housing 
homeless households.    

− Opening Doors’ goal to prevent and end Veterans homelessness by 2015, the 
budget proposes additional vouchers for HUD-VASH at a cost of $75 million. 

− In addition to the HUD-VASH vouchers, the budget commits to invest $939 
million to continue the expansion of VA services for homeless/at-risk veterans. 

− Homeless Veteran’s Reintegration Program is proposed at $39.3 million to assist 
homeless Veterans obtain meaningful employment. 

− Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program is proposed at $224.2 million 
to provide supportive housing and services to homeless Veterans. 

− Healthcare for Homeless Veterans Program is proposed at $141.1 million to fund 
outreach to homeless Veterans at the 132 VA Medical Centers. 

− Supportive Services for Low Income Veteran Families Living in Permanent 
Housing is proposed at $100 million to provide supportive services for Veteran 
families in transitional or permanent housing.  

− Justice Outreach, Homelessness Prevention: Healthcare for Reentry Veterans 
and Veteran’s Justice Outreach is proposed at $21.6 million to assist justice-
involved Veterans avoid unnecessary criminalization of mental illness and 
extended incarceration by ensuring eligible Veterans have access to mental 
health and substance abuse services in the community.   

− Domiciliary Care for Homeless Veterans is proposed at $158.3 million to provide 
residential rehabilitation and treatment of homeless Veterans.   

− HUD and Dept. of Health and Human Services will combine 7,500 Section 8 
Housing Choice Vouchers in combination with $16 million in HHS funding to 
serve individuals and families experiencing chronic homelessness. 

− Health Care for the Homeless programs would also receive $87 million increase 
over the FY10 levels. 

− The budget also provides $154 million for behavioral health support for 
individuals and families experiencing homelessness with mental health and 
substance abuse disorders to transition into permanent supportive housing. 

− Increase in the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness budget to 
expand regional coordinators to 10 and they will now be funded by USICH versus 
HUD.   

− To ensure that all homeless children and youth have access to education, an 
Office of Coordinator of Education of Homeless Children and Youths will be 
established to develop and carry out a State plan for the education of homeless 
children and to make available grants to local educational agencies to support 
the education of those children. 

− Projects for Assistance in Transition from Homelessness is proposed at $65 
million.   

− Runaway and Homeless Youth Act is proposed at $120.7 million.   
− Emergency Food and Shelter Program is proposed at $100 million compared to 

$200 million in FY10.  
− $1 billion for the National Housing Trust Fund.    
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Do you know of a HOME project or program that deserves to be 
recognized?  Applications due February 24th.  Apply now at 
http://hometa.info/index.cfm?do=viewDKAwards Not a HOME 
PJ/grantee but want to nominate your HOME project?  Find your HOME 
Project Contact at: 
http://www.hud.gov/offices/cpd/affordablehousing/programs/home/conta
cts/ and work with them to submit an application.   

The National Alliance to End Homelessness released their newest 
toolkit, Using Advocacy to End Homelessness: A Toolkit for 
Understanding and Conducting Advocacy.  The toolkit includes 
detailed descriptions of how to execute several advocacy strategies, as 
well as helpful tips, sample materials, and real-life example materials.  
The toolkit can be found at: 
http://www.endhomelessness.org/section/policy/advocacy/tools  

The Governor’s Office of Health Transformation (OHT) unveiled its 
new website this past week.  The website will help individuals stay 
informed and get involved in the activities of OHT.  Individuals can also 
register on the website to receive e-mail updates.  The OHT websites is 
available at: http://www.healthtransformation.ohio.gov/  

The Ohio Association of Health Plans and Advocacy. Action. Answers 
on Aging (o4a) are facilitating a policy briefing and discussion: 
Innovations in Integrated Care: New Opportunities to Better Serve 
Dual Eligibles.  The meeting will be held on Wednesday, February 23, 
2011 from 9-11 a.m. at the Ohio Chamber of Commerce Building at 230 
E. Town St. – Columbus.  Please RSVP by email to cglick@oahp.org  
Guest speaker is Chuck Milligan, Executive Director, The Hilltop 
Institute, University of Maryland.  Bonnie Kantor-Burman, Director, Ohio 
Department of Aging will issue a special welcome.    
 
Last year, CoCs were informed through the HEARTH Act and the 2010 
CoC NOFA that HUD will require CoCs to demonstrate four different 
assurances around ensuring education services for homeless families 
and youth.  Typically when HUD asks a question such as whether a 
project/CoC has policies/procedures for an issue such as these 
educational assurances, they then will ask in a subsequent year for 
those policies.  In preparation for HUD’s requests for CoC education 
policies, we are encouraging all CoC to develop their written education 
policy/procedures at this time.  To aid you in this process, I am 
attaching information from the National Association for the 
Education of Homeless Children and Youth for your review and 
consideration.  They have developed these materials to review the four 
assurances and provided suggestions for implementing them.  The next 
four pages of this week’s COHHIO Updates provide you with their 
insight and ideas.    
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