Rural Advisory Committee

The Conference Center at NorthPointe

9243 Columbus Pike

Lewis Center, Ohio 43035

February 4, 2009  

Meeting Agenda

1. Introductions and Welcome

a. Members introduced selves/agency affiliation.

2. Review and Approval of Minutes

a. Minutes were reviewed and approved.

3. BOSCoC Updates

a. COHHIO is offering debriefing reviews for all CoC project applicants.  Debriefing letter including project scores were mailed by ODOD. Debriefings starting on Friday.

b. There is a concern that some programs that scored low, did not contact ODOD/COHHIO for assistance.

c. Time was spent thinking about rapid re-housing and homelessness prevention projects.  Will need to await HUD guidelines for the homelessness prevention funds that are to be distributed as part of the stimulus.

4. Acronyms

a. Review and give feedback by 2/17/09.  Jonda distributed a document with acronyms associated with homeless and affordable housing programs.  Members are encouraged to give feedback to Jonda regarding any additions and/or corrections that are needed.

5. Rural Convening Discussion

a. Outcomes – Given that there is a need for BOSCOC homeless and affordable housing programs to become more competitive with their programs, a decision has been made to have some of the rural convening trainings this year concentrate on outcomes and program/systems changes to increase outcomes.  Members were encouraged give feedback to Jonda regarding what areas of programs they feel needs improvements.

b. Speaker ideas – no ideas at this time – Jonda will search out potential speakers.

6. RAC Goal Review – members were given the proposed RAC Goals to review.  Members were encouraged to give feedback to Jonda regarding the goals.  Will review at next meeting.

7. Housing Ohio 2009 Conference Updates

a. Marcy Kaptur – Plenary Monday

b. Mark Johnston – eSNAPs Tuesday

8. COHHIO Updates

a. Ohio Votes

i. Census work – utilize contacts from OhioVOTES and secure new contacts to empower persons to be counted

b. SSI Ohio Initiative

i. Check the Governor’s Office on Faith-Based and Community Initiatives regarding requests for interested sites – Mid March.  Website: http://governor.ohio.gov/Default.aspx?alias=governor.ohio.gov/fbci - go to Ohio Benefit Bank
1. Grant will pay for 1 year of the staff member’s time for the pilot project.  Funding after that is undecided.

ii. Sites will be selected in April/May

iii. Hiring to begin in May

iv. Trainings to be held in July, then return to community to start expedited process

v. Communities not selected may be able to fund a specialist themselves and send them through training in 2010

vi. Session will be held at Housing Ohio 2009 Conference

vii. Case Management Module available through Benefit Bank – can access data on consumers at own agency, allows multiple questions per page, and can work in this module without the consumer

viii. Encourage Benefits Bank Specialists to utilize tax-preparation module for consumers

ix. Advocacy appeal – some local JFS offices are setting aside staff to work with the Ohio Benefit Bank/homeless consumers – if your local JFS is not – utilize CoC to advocate for this

c. HMIS

i. Awaiting Scott Gary at OHCP to purchase licenses from ART for the local CoC liaisons

ii. Database is completed and ready to go once the licenses are purchased

iii. Still awaiting some CoC’s to identify liaisons

iv. Monthly New User Training – second Tuesday of each month

d. Affordable Housing Advocacy

i. Need information on local affordable housing advocacy groups that are meeting

e. Youth Empowerment Program

i. Federal advocacy

1. Homeless exemption for Low-Income Housing Tax Credit projects – so that homeless youth can live in those projects

2. Foreclosure prevention funds for educational needs of homeless families displaced by foreclosure

ii. State advocacy

1. Youth advocates working on a more seamless transition for mentally ill youth moving from youth to adult services.  There is also a federal discussion on this.  

2. Starting to examine budget to look at impact on youth & homeless persons.  

a. Possible fund for incidentals (birth certificates, Social Security Cards)

iii. Program

1. 25 youth and 6 adult chaperones went to DC for the Inauguration, youth service project

2. Youth leadership awards will be presented at Housing Ohio 2009 Conference

f. Training & Technical Assistance

i. Lunch and Learn Series started

ii. APR training held

iii. Grant Writing training postponed due to weather

9. Advocacy Agenda

a. Cathy Johnston met with members over lunch to discuss advocacy efforts at both the state and national level.  Cathy discussed the importance of being involved in advocacy to make a change.

b. After meeting with Cathy, members discussed possible ways that RAC could become more involved in advocacy efforts.

i. Statewide homeless day

ii. Develop advocacy agenda

10. Next Meeting – April 23, 2009 – Hyatt on Capitol Square, Columbus

11. For The Good Of The Order – no other areas discussed.

Respectfully submitted,

Jonda Clemings, MSEd, LSW
