Rural Advisory Committee

The Place Off The Square

50 North Second St. – Newark, Ohio 43055 

January 23, 2008

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Meeting Minutes
1. Welcome & Introduction

Members present: Sondra Anderson; Bernice Brett; Tom Calhoun; Romaine Chritton; Toni Dosik; Mary Jo Frank; Debbie Groves; Thomas Halfhill; Martin Hammar; Becky Hammond; and Amelia Ward.

Guest: Kerry Shaw

COHHIO Representatives: Douglas Argue; Jonda Clemings; Patrina Lee, and Bethany Vance
Welcome.   Members were asked to introduce self and agency represented.   Introduction to the RAC.  Previous rural advisory committee.  Needs for rural communities – training, policy issues. Intentional choosing of members – new members/new interests.  

2. Osteopathic Heritage Foundation Introduction & Presentation

Kerry Shaw discussed that the Osteopathic Heritage Foundations became involved in rural homelessness issues when they were meeting with providers in their catchment’s area that kept bring up the concern.  The Foundations entered an agreement with the National Alliance to End Homelessness to develop a rural strategy to end homelessness and study how rural communities are addressing the issues.  The Foundations are funding the Rural Advisory Committee and Rural Convenings that COHHIO has contracted to facilitate in rural communities.

3. Purpose of Rural Advisory Committee

· Increase capacity building 

· “What brought you to working with housing to begin with?  If the Lt. Gov. called you today and wanted to know what single thing could the Gov. do to help people get, keep and sustain housing.  What would you say?”

· Douglas - Funding from all state dept. for supportive services

· Jonda - State-supplement for disabled

· Patrina - Public policy to benefit homeless

· Mary Jo – Economic development

· Kerry – sub-standard housing stock needing rehab/demo

· Romaine – economic self-sufficiency; transportation

· Sondra – need more rural initiatives 

· Debbie – revising public housing and Section 8 eligibility regs

· Becky - money for case management 

· Amelia – update Ohio Revised Code to give tenants additional time to vacant for eviction

· Tom C – easier access to resources – one stop

· Toni – organized, systematic services

· Tom H – vocational training programs 

· Martin – healthcare more accessible

· Bernice – collaborative efforts should be required to address needs

a. How will it operate

- important for all members to provide their input/views – information will be shared with Ohio’s Interagency Council on Homelessness and Affordable Housing – views may oppose and that will also be shared

i. Length of service – individuals would have a two-year rotating term 

One year – Bernice Brett; Tom Halfhill, Tom Calhoun, Becky Hammond, Sondra Anderson, Mary Jo Frank

Two year – Martin Hammar, Toni Dosik, Mary Ellen Natale, Debbie Groves, Fred Zawilinski, Jim Wilson

ii. Reimbursement of mileage  - Jonda will email it; member responsibility to return it and send check; $.45/mile

iii. Rotating locations 

b. Advise COHHIO on state and federal level public policies that effect homelessness and housing in Ohio’s rural counties.

· Sending out information to group to read and review.  Keeping up on state/federal level policies.  Add persons to Balance of State listserv.  

· Ohio Rural Advisory Council

· Email group that will include attachments versus listserv.

· Policy issues – issues to be addressed at RAC (e.g., foreclosure, manufactured housing, payday lending, weatherization, CAC, HTF, etc.)

· If local things are occurring so that we can see if they are a statewide issue.

· Fed – Section 8; Hope VI; USDA; McKinney-Vento Reauthorization

c. Advise COHHIO on system change needs that address the macro issues of housing and homelessness issues e.g., poverty, economic, workforce, transportation, financial literacy, etc. 

· System changes at the state level with the Interagency Council – Governor’s directive to bring state department together to remove barriers to for homeless and those discharge planning, systems, 

· Support to advise on what is happening

d. Plan three annual rural convening’s that would address the training needs of rural homelessness and housing providers – e.g., networking, evidenced-based research, program development and implementation, and other issues that uniquely effect rural communities

e. Assist COHHIO to develop capacity building in rural communities to apply for and receive funding for homelessness and housing projects.

· Build local community capacity – input on how to do so, what to do, how to inform rural communities, etc.

4. Discussion of three rural convening’s – dates, locations, topics

· Two Rural Convenings planned for June & November – need to discuss another date.

· Locations – to be held in Rural Counties in Central Ohio

· Members spent time discussing the types of topics and types of presentation styles that could be utilized.

· Suggested topics – Housing 101 (Types of housing and funding stream for each); Networking (share forms; policies; procedures; contact information) opportunities; How to analyze data in order to improve program outcomes – how to handle challenges; Supportive Services training – how to help keep people housed; Evidenced Based Practices – Motivational Interviewing; Stages of Change; Supportive Employment

· Suggested presentation styles – panels, break-out sessions; different types of provider groups (director vs. front line street)

5. Policy Review – McKinney-Vento Reauthorization

· No recent reauthorization since late 90’s

· Still movement in 2008 for both 

	Senate 

Community Partnership to End Homelessness Act – Reed Bill
	House



	Expand services to doubled up; chronically homeless families added
	COC becomes codified – HUD would no longer contract with individual agencies; must do own auditing and monitoring

	Collaborative applicant
	Expand services to doubled up – changes definition; no additional money to cover expansion of persons served

	Unified funding applicant – monitor and audit all programs
	

	Homelessness prevention
	

	Rural component – compete on different level from urban centers – rural compete against rurals
	

	** Oppositional sides of including “at-risk”/marginally housed.  
	

	COHHIO is supporting
	


6. Questions, Comments, and For The Good Of The Order

Members spent time reviewing information presented.

7. Next meeting dates

a. April 16, 2008 – Deer Creek Resort & Conference Center (see directions on next page)

b. July 23, 2008

c. October 22, 2008

	Deer Creek Resort and Conference Center 

22300 State Park Road 20 

Mt. Sterling, OH 43143

Toll Free: 877.678.DEER 

Main Phone: 740.869.2020

	Get Driving Directions 'To' or 'From' Deer Creek Resort & Conference Center
** Click above on the “Get Driving Directions” for directions from where you will be coming from…

From Chillicothe  You will travel approximately 40 miles north. Follow Route 207 to Yankeetown Road. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Yankeetown Road to the park entrance. Follow the signs to the lodge.

From Cleveland  You will travel approximately 180 miles southwest. Follow I-71 to Exit 84, the London & Mount Sterling exit. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Route 56 into Mount Sterling. Go to the second traffic light. Turn right onto Columbus Street. Follow for a short distance to the fork before the BP station. Follow Route 207 for approximately 4 miles. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Yankeetown Road to the park entrance. Follow the signs to the lodge.

From Columbus You will travel approximately 45 miles south. Take I-71 south to Exit 84 (London/Mt. Sterling exit). You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow State Route 56 into Mt. Sterling.  Go to the second traffic light and turn right onto Columbus Street. Follow for a short distance to the fork before the BP station. Follow Route 207 for approximately 4 miles. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Yankeetown Road to the park entrance. Follow the signs to the lodge.

From Cincinnati You will travel approximately 75 miles northeast. Follow I-71 to Exit 84, the London & Mount Sterling exit. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Route 56 into Mount Sterling. Go to the second traffic light. Turn right onto Columbus Street. Follow for a short distance to the fork before the BP station. Follow Route 207 for approximately 4 miles. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Yankeetown Road to the park entrance. Follow the signs to the lodge.

From Circleville You will travel approximately 20 miles west. Follow Route 22 west to Route 207. Follow Route 207 to Yankeetown Road. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Yankeetown Road to the park entrance. Follow the signs to the lodge.

From Dayton You will travel approximately 55 miles northeast. Follow State Route 35 to Washington Court House. Follow State Route 62 to Washington-Waterloo Road. Follow Washington-Waterloo Road to Route 207.Follow Route 207 to Yankeetown Road. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Yankeetown Road to the park entrance. Follow the signs to the lodge.

From Washington Court House: You will travel approximately 20 miles northeast. Follow Route 62 to Washington-Waterloo Road. Follow Washington-Waterloo Road to Route 207. Follow Route 207 to Yankeetown Road. You will see signs pointing the way to the park. Follow Yankeetown Road to the park entrance. Follow the signs to the lodge.

From Port Columbus Airport Follow I-670 to I-71, then follow the Columbus directions.


Rural Advisory Committee

Deer Creek Resort and Conference Center 

22300 State Park Road 20 

Mt. Sterling, OH 43143

Wednesday - April 16, 2008

10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Agenda
1. 
Welcome & Introduction

2.
Rural Convening 

The first Rural Convening is planned for June 9, 2008 at the Cherry Valley Lodge – 2299 Cherry Valley Road – Newark, Ohio 43055.  The Rural Convening will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  Goal: familiarize rural providers and Continuum of Care members with the diverse funding opportunities available for homeless and affordable housing programs.  Speakers are being asked to present a 15-minute overview of their housing and/or homelessness programs and available funding.  We will give them 3-4 questions that we want all speakers to answer.


** What questions should we have speakers answer?


These brief presentations will take place in the morning following a brief welcome and introduction to the concept of the Rural Convenings.  We are then planning a “progressive lunch” where participants will have the chance over salad, meal, and dessert to spend time with different speakers to gain additional information.  We would ask that during lunch that you facilitate a discussion at your table about your programs and answer questions that participants have. Participants will have the chance to choose three different tables during this “progressive lunch”.  

After lunch, we will have presentations about how different providers have been able to utilize the various funding sources to produce housing for the homeless and/or affordable housing. Following the presentations, we would like to discuss how regional collaborations could work in rural communities. In general we hope this time will help the rural providers be better prepared to apply for and receive funding.   

3.
Next Rural Convening – when, where, what, who

4.
COHHIO Policy Initiatives

5.
Balance of State Continuum of Care Updates

6.
Questions, Comments, and For The Good Of The Order

Next meeting dates

July 23, 2008

October 22, 2008
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		COHHIO Reimbursement Form - Rural Advisory Council

		Name:		_____________________________________________________________________

				(Please print your name)

		Agency:		_____________________________________________________________________

				(Please print agency name)

		Address:		_____________________________________________________________________

				(Please print agency address: #, street - city, state, zip

		Date		Travel From - Travel To		Miles		$.45/Mile		Amount

								0.45

		Submitted by: _________________________________________						Date: ____________

		Approved by: __________________________________________						Date: ____________

		Please send to: Jonda Clemings at 175 S. Third St. - Columbus, Ohio 43215 or

		fax to 614-463-1060.

		Dev. 1/2008



Make check out to person

Make check out to agency
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