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Annual Statewide Conference 

April 23-25, 2007 (Lobby Day April 25) 

Hyatt on Capitol Square, Columbus 
 

Register Online: www.cohhio.org 
Questions? Call us at 614-280-1984 
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Housing Ohio 2007 
COHHIO!s 2007 Annual Conference  

April 23th & 24th, 2007 
Lobby Day April 25, 2007 

 
Tentative Conference Agenda 

 
Monday, April 23th 
 
9:30am – 10:30am       Registration and Coffee 
10:30am – 11:30am       Welcome & Introduction – Ted Strickland, Governor (pending) 
11:30am – 12:00pm         Morning Plenary – Marc Dann, Attorney General (confirmed) 
12:00pm – 12:30pm       Networking      
12:30pm – 1:30pm       Lunch 
1:30pm – 3:00pm       Workshop Set A 
3:15pm – 4:45pm       Workshop Set B 
5:00pm – 6:30pm       Reception – Lt. Governor Lee Fisher, ODOD Director (confirmed)  
 
Tuesday, April 24th 
 
8:00am – 9:00am       Registration and Continental Breakfast 
9:00am – 9:15am             Welcome & Introduction 
9:15am – 10:15am       Morning Plenary – Andy Goodman, motivational          
                                         communications expert (confirmed) 
10:30am – 12:00pm       Workshop Set C      
12:00pm – 1:00pm       Lunch  
1:15pm – 2:45pm       Afternoon Plenary  
                                                     – Jennifer Brunner, Secretary of State (confirmed) 
                                           – Richard Cordray, Treasurer of State (confirmed) 
3:00pm – 4:30pm       Workshop Set D 
 
Wednesday, April 25th   “Remove the Cap” (Ohio Housing Trust Fund Lobby Day) 
7:30am – 9:00am       Continental Breakfast 
9:00am – 10:00am       Advocacy Briefing 
10:00am – 4:00pm       Meetings with Legislators 
 
Governor Ted Strickland, Lt. Governor Lee Fisher, Attorney General Marc Dann, 
Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner, State Treasurer Richard Cordray are scheduled to 
speak at Housing Ohio 2007! Communications guru Andy Goodman returns for another 
rousing session on effective messaging. With 24 timely, topical workshops led by 
speakers across the state and country, you can!t afford to miss Housing Ohio 2007! 
Save on conference fees by becoming a member. Questions? Call 614-280-1984 
 

Fee: $225 (Members), $275 (Non-members), $300 (after April 13, 2007) 
 

Register Online: www.cohhio.org 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Monday, April 23 
 

Top from left: Governor Ted Strickland*, Author Andy Goodman,  
Treasurer of State Richard Cordray, Secretary of State Jennifer Brunner,  
Lt. Governor Lee Fisher, Attorney General Marc Dann  

*Invited; yet to be confirmed 

 

Register Online: www.cohhio.org 
 

 

The Faces of 
Housing Ohio 2007 

Look for more prominent faces to  
emerge as we near the conference 

 



Workshops Set A (choose one) 
1:30 p.m.  – 3:00 p.m. 
 
Tenants Rights for Neophytes! 
Whether you!re a landlord or a case manager, the 
laws that govern landlord/tenant issues and the 
federal regulations that apply to certain low-
income tenants can be a challenging read! This 
session will give you a basic understanding of 
landlord/tenant law and HUD regulations. 
 
Youth Harm Reduction Workshop 
Youth are a unique population, deserving of 
services and care tailored to fit their life stage.  
Learn how to help reduce exposure to harmful 
practices such as alcohol abuse, violence, anger 
and unsafe sex, to which many young people 
succumb. This workshop will be a powerful blend 
of research and personal experiences.  
 
Homeless Management Information Systems 
(HMIS) Structure 
What is the Ohio Balance-of-State HMIS? Who 
can participate? How much additional work will the 
HMIS cause my agency to perform? How can 
HMIS become a tool for use in my local 
community? Presenters will address these and 
many other questions in this session.  
 
Housing Those Re-entering the Community  
As community concern grows for housing the 
formerly incarcerated, having the chance to learn 
from a model re-entry program is invaluable. This 
panel of experts will discuss how they have been 
successful in providing services and housing to a 
population facing so many barriers.  
 
2007 State Budget Policy Agenda 
As Ohio moves into the current budget cycle, 
advocates should know the political opportunities 
available, including lifting the cap on the Housing 
Trust Fund, pushing for reforms in property tax 
assessments for rental housing, and establishing 
a major supportive housing initiative. Join us for 
the latest happenings at the Statehouse and 
beyond. 
 
Crisis Communications – Prepare or Beware 
Houston, we have a problem. . . How do you 
handle being thrust into the public spotlight for 
reasons that were beyond your control? You may 
not like it, but you sure better prepare for it. Learn 
how, from an expert who!s been there. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Workshops Set B (choose one)  
3:15 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 
 
State and National Legislative Youth Updates 
Learn about federal and state policies and budget 
issues from those on the frontlines. This workshop 
will focus on important issues affecting homeless 
youth, including education, housing and system 
transitions. Learn how we can work together to 
create fair and equitable public policy that will help 
give our youth the opportunities they deserve.   
 
Rural Homelessness - Best Practices 
There are many unique challenges facing 
homeless providers in rural communities. 
COHHIO offers participants two perspectives – 
one in-state and one out-of-state - from which to 
look when addressing these challenges.  
 
Immigrant and Refugee Housing  

Immigrant and refugee communities face unique 
housing challenges, both in homeownership and 
access to affordable rental housing. Panelists will 
discuss their programs and how they seek to 
expand immigrants! and refugees! access to 
quality, affordable housing through 
homeownership opportunities and rental property 
development.   
 
Motivational Interviewing 
How do you get your clients to engage in change? 
One model to use is motivational interviewing. 
Because this model is complex and multifaceted, 
the session will present the model!s basic 
framework and give participants a working 
understanding of the change process.  
 
Don't Wait for '08! Mobilizing the Nonprofit 
Vote 
With a little help from OhioVOTES, COHHIO!s 
voter engagement initiative, the 2006 November 
election voter turnout increased significantly, 
especially in targeted precincts. As we move 
toward elections this year and next, learn how you 
can be more effective in increasing voter turnout in 
your community. The time is now -- don!t wait for 
!08!  
 
The Nuts and Bolts of Media Relations 
Your organization does great work, so why do you 
remain a best-kept secret? Learn how to convert 
what you do every day into news that will build 
your clout. Also learn about the mechanics of 
media relations, from releases to advisories; and 
the important DO!s and DON!Ts of dealing with 
the press. 

 
 



Tuesday, April 24 
 

Workshops Set C (choose one) 
10:30 a.m. – 12 noon 
 
Community-Building in Multi-Family Housing 
Creating communities in multifamily buildings can 
reduce management headaches; improve tenant 
satisfaction, and tenants' quality of life. This panel 
of experts will discuss how housing and social 
service providers can foster community-building 
activities in multi-family housing properties. 
 
Homelessness Prevention 
Panelists will discuss how homeless prevention 
resources can be used most effectively and 
efficiently to target and track those most in need. 
Discussion will focus on how to create prevention 
activities that contribute to quality, long-term 
solutions to homelessness. 
 
Trends in Housing Development 
Funding streams shift, development costs ebb and 
flow and universal design concepts evolve. 
Keeping up with the latest trends in development 
can be a monumental task! COHHIO offers a 
panel of leaders in the field to discuss current 
trends in housing development.  
 
SSI/SSDI Outreach, Access and Recovery -- 
SOAR 
Many of the individuals you assist may qualify for 
benefits that could help them gain access to 
income for more stable housing. This session will 
offer introductory information to the SOAR 
Initiative. It will focus on helping identify 
consumers who may be entitled to SSI/SSDI, 
assisting them in applying for benefits, and 
advocating on their behalf to ensure they receive 
this entitlement.  
 
Advocacy and Consumer Finance 
Fight the good fight with us against those financial 
services practices that strip wealth form low-
income Ohioans. Find out the latest in legislative 
efforts with regard to foreclosures and predatory 
lending, vacant and abandoned properties, and 
payday lending. Get a quick review on how far 
we!ve come in protecting Ohio consumers, and 
where we go from here. 
 
The Language of Proposal Writing 
You!ve done the research; you know your program 
is an ideal funding match for several local and 
national foundations. So how do you make them 
know that? Learn the elements of a winning 
proposal and other handy tips about foundations 
relations that could make a thumbs-up difference 
in your proposal. 

Workshops Set D (choose one) 
3:00 p.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
 
Making 504 Work in your Building, Program or 
Community 
Section 504 of the 1973 Rehabilitation Act 
requires that programs receiving federal funding 
must make accommodations or modifications to 
permit full participation by people with disabilities. 
How does 504 work? Learn the details from 
experts in the field.  
 
Sexual Risk Behaviors among Vulnerable, 
Transitional, and Homeless Youth  
The journey through adolescence and awakening 
sexuality can be extremely difficult for those 
lacking proper guidance. In extreme situations, 
some see their sexuality as the only part of their 
life they can control; others might feel forced into 
using sex to gain access to housing or money. 
Our expert panelists will provide practical lessons 
for anyone working with sexually active youth.   
 
Funding Opportunities/Strategies for Rural 
Housing and Homeless Providers 
Brought to you on one stage, this panel of funders 
will briefly discuss and entertain questions about 
their respective programs. Welcome 
representatives from U.S.H.U.D, U.S.D.A., Ohio 
Department of Development, Ohio Housing 
Finance Agency, and a private foundation.  
 
Supportive Housing - Best Practices 
Supportive housing continues to gain attention as 
a successful model for housing homeless or 
formerly homeless individuals or families with 
special needs. In this session you!ll hear from 
different supportive housing providers who have 
implemented diverse and unique models.  
 
Mental Health Housing and Tax Credits 
Recent legislative changes will now permit ODMH 
capital funds to be used in combination with 
noncompetitive Low-Income Housing Tax Credits. 
This will allow mental health housing providers to 
leverage ODMH funds in a new and unique way to 
develop new projects and renovate existing 
housing. Come learn how your organization may 
be able to take advantage of this resource. 
 
Returning Homeless Veterans to Employment 
This workshop will highlight two employment 
programs that target veterans. Both have 
positively impacted veterans in many ways, 
including employment, housing and increased 
stability.  Experts from the Department of Veterans 
Affairs will be on hand to provide the latest in 
employing homeless vets.  
 



 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Become a Member,  
Save on Conference Fees! 

 
Please join or renew your COHHIO membership today. Our 
collective ability can help build opportunities for all Ohioans. 
 
Name ___________________________________________ 
 
Title _____________________________________________ 
 
Organization _____________________________________ 
 

Home Address Work Address 
 

Address __________________________________________ 
 
City ___________________ State ___________________ 
 
Zip ___________________ County __________________ 

 
Phone_______________________ Fax______________________ 

 
E-Mail______________________  
 
Are you the primary billing contact for renewal?  Y / N 
 
Individual: 
Please choose one: 

 $35 (Regular)  $75 (Benefactor) $250 (Sustainer) 
 

 $________ (Other)  Fee Waiver Requested 
 
Organizational (according to budget): 
Please choose one: 

 $35 ($100,000 or less)               $75 ($100,001 - $250,000) 
 

 $125 ($250,001 - $500,000)      $200 ($500,001 - $ 1 million) 
 

 $250 ($1 million - $1.5 million)    $300 (over $1.5 million) 
 
Please send your tax-deductible check to: 
 

COHHIO Membership 
175 S. Third St, Ste 250 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

 
If you would like to be invoiced, please fax to 614-463-1060  

or e-mail: membership@cohhio.org 

 
 
 

Comments from ’06 

conference attendees: 

 
ÒI appreciated the info on 
advocacy issues, improving 
program operations and 
understanding government 
programs and regulations.Ó 
 
ÒExcellent staff, keynote 
speakers, and workshops. 
Nice facilities as well.Ó 
 
Comments from ’06 

attendees on Andy 

Goodman: 

 
ÒEntertaining and 
informative. I will work with 
my staff to become 
storytellersÓ 
 
Comments from ’06 

attendees on Youth 

Speakers: 

 
ÒBrings homelessness to 
everyoneÕs reality. Shows us 
their strength and ability to 
survive and thrive.Ó 
 
ÒI really enjoyed hearing 
from the youth. It is a great 
reminder of what we do and 
why we do it.Ó 
 

Members Save! 
 

Conference Costs: 
$225 (Members Only) 
$275 (Non-members) 
$300 (After April 13th) 

 
Conference 

Online 
Registration: 

www.cohhio.org 
 

Problems? WeÕll help you 
register! Call us at  

614-280-1984 



Who Should Attend? 
Housing and homeless advocates, social service providers, shelter and transitional 
housing operators, clients and program participants, nonprofit housing developers, 
welfare advocates, community development officials, fair housing advocates, supportive 
housing providers, federal, state and local government personnel, mental health and 
substance abuse professionals, lawyers, and anyone else concerned with the provision 
of decent, safe and affordable housing and services for low-income people. 

 
Hotel Accommodations 

The Hyatt on Capitol Square is offering discounted rooms: $122 Single, $132 Double, 
$142 Triple, $152 Quad. Conference participants are responsible for making 
reservations by calling the Hyatt at 800-233-1234.  Be sure to tell the hotel operator you 
are part of the COHHIO conference. To get the special rate, you must make your 
reservations by March 31. There are a limited number of rooms available, so please 
book your room early and be sure to tell the hotel operator you are part of the COHHIO 
conference! 
 

Directions 
The Hyatt on Capitol Square is located at 75 East State Street in downtown Columbus.  
You can call the hotel at 614-228-1234 for directions, or go to 
http://capitolsquare.hyatt.com/property/areaguide/maps/index.jhtml for directions.  Valet 
parking is available at the hotel and additional parking is available at the City Center 
Mall. 

 
Continuing Education Units 

COHHIO will apply for approximately 9.25 Continuing Education Units (CEU's) for 
Counselors and Social Workers as well as approximately 6.0 Continuing Legal 
Education (CLE's) for attorneys.  The administrative fee for both CEU's and CLE's is 
$10.  Certificates will be mailed following the conference. Conference attendees must 
sign the CEU or CLE forms each day of the conference. 
 

Scholarships 
A limited number will be available to those who demonstrate a financial burden and 
would not otherwise be able to attend the conference.  Scholarships are limited to one 
per organization.  Submit your written request, via fax (614-463-1060) or mail, to 
Douglas Argue at COHHIO.  The deadline is March 20, 2005.  Telephone requests and 
those submitted after the deadline will not be considered. 
 

Become a COHHIO Member and Get a Discount on Registration 
You can become a member by attaching a check for your membership with your 
conference registration form.  An organizational membership covers all conference 
registrants from one agency, therefore all registrants from the same agency may receive 
the discounted members rate.  If you have questions, please call COHHIO.  Membership 
fees for organizations are based on your organization's budget.  They are: $35 
($100,000 or less); $75 ($100,000-$250,000); $125 ($250,000 - $500,000); $200 
($500,000 - $1 million); $250 ( $1 million-$1.5 million); and $300 (over $1.5 million).  An 
individual regular membership is $35. 

Register Online: www.cohhio.org 


