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COHHIO Releases 2008 Ohio Homelessness Report

OHHIO spent months culling data

from multiple sources to create
a snapshot of the number of people
experiencing homelessness in our state.
The result is the 2008 Ohio Homelessness
Report, available in full on the COHHIO
website.

The report’s numbers should not
be viewed as conclusive, but as the first
step in a statewide effort at united data
collection and reporting on homelessness.
Utilizing Point-in-Time Count data (2007
& 2008), homeless service providers’ data
systems (HMIS), and housing/shelter
inventories, this report offers a preliminary
picture of homelessness — including a
detailed look at subpopulations — in the
state during one 24-hour period in 2008.

Summary findings:

» Of the 12,821 Ohioans experiencing
homelessness:

* 10,327 (81%) were sheltered

* 2492 (19%) were unsheltered

* 5003 (39%) were persons in families

» 7816 (61%) were individuals

* 2431 (19%) were chronically homeless

* 2021 (16%) were severely mentally ill
* 3167 (25%) were chronic substance
abusers

Collecting data on the numbers and
characteristics of homeless individuals and
families serves many purposes. By gaining
an understanding of the scope and size
of homelessness in their communities,
stakeholders can more effectively
develop programming and services, more
appropriately allocate resources, better
understand needs and trends, and engage
in more inclusive community planning.
Moreover, by tracking the numbers of
homeless individuals and families over
time, we can attempt to measure the
success of the various programs designed
to end homelessness.

As economic conditions worsen and
the potential for increased homelessness
grows, we anticipate that annual reporting
on Ohio’s homeless will help guide future
state homeless and housing planning and
development efforts. Because this type of
statewide data collection and analysis on
homelessness has not been done before, it
is hoped that the 2008 report will be used
as a baseline for future homeless counting
efforts, data analysis, and reporting.

To access the full report, including
detailed homeless numbers by
county and/or continuum of care, visit

www.cohhio.org.
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Direct Energy/Direct Housing Program:
Direct Energy employees gather with YEP youth participants during the monthly check-in session.
(See page 4)
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